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the same temerity and insolence which were
evinced from the very first moment by the Fascists
in coming to the rescue of their kindred brethren.
The Soviet Union, however, had no thought of pur-
suing such a policy. In the first place it was not
interested in a revolutionary course of events which
was diametrically opposed to the reactionary ten-
dencies which were now gaining the upper hand in
Russia itself. In the second place, such a policy
would have disrupted the alliance with France.
And, thirdly, it might have drawn the Soviet Union
into a new world war, in which the most unfavour-
able combination of world powers would have been
ranged against Moscow. Besides, the geographical
connection between the Soviet Union and Spain was
dominated by Italy and an increasingly lukewarm
Turkey.

When we visited the Soviet Union in July 1936
we noted with much indignation a complete lack
of interest in the events of Spain. They were not
discussed at any gathering, and when the subject
was broached in any private conversation, an
expression of personal opinions seemed to be
anxiously avoided. But it is also true that when
towards the end of August the word finally went
round in the press to support Spain, incredible
enthusiasm was evinced by the Russian people.
For a long time, however, the assistance afforded